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Hello, Goodbye 
(and Happy Birthday!)

After nearly four years leading Rural Arts, I’ve decided to move 
onto pastures new, and so this hello to the brochure is also 
my goodbye. 

Over the last few years, Rural Arts has grown and changed 
signif icantly – without ever forgetting our roots or our 
purpose. When I step back and look at what we’re doing 
– from activities for young refugees in Scarborough to live 
performance in Settle, with of course everything happening 
here at The Courthouse slap-bang in between – I feel we’ve 
moved that little bit closer to our goal: creativity at the heart 
of every community in North Yorkshire.

Heart & Craft, our creative wellbeing programme for older 
people in 8 locations, has been a lifeline to many participants, 
and ON Tour – our programme to put professional 
performance in community venues – will host a whopping 70 
performances this year. I’m particularly happy that ArtBeat 
– our programme for people living in care settings and those 
unable to leave their homes – was f inally safe to launch in 
2022. The impact our Community Artists are having in care 
homes, hospices and houses across the county is hard to 
overestimate.

Two of my four years were heavily impacted by the pandemic. 
Within the f irst week, we started hosting free online 
workshops, and – through our partnership with North 
Yorkshire Sport and North Yorkshire Youth – provided over 
20,000 activity packs to vulnerable and isolated people across 
the county. This partnership, called North Yorkshire Together, 
now provides tens of thousands of free activities and meals to 
children on Free School Meals each year (p.17). 

We’ve also grown in other important ways: we refurbished The 
Courthouse, introduced a new brand and website, welcomed 
new Trustees to our board and increased our resilience as 
a charity. I want to take a moment to say a massive thank 
you to all our staff and Trustees, without whom none of this 
would be possible.

Rural Arts stands at the precipice of exciting change. This is 
perhaps only right as we approach the thirtieth anniversary 
of our ever-evolving, always brilliant charity. We invite you 
to celebrate this momentous occasion with us at our 
retrospective exhibition (p.15) and throughout activities in the 
second half of the year. More details coming soon!

As ever, with over 100 creative ways to get involved, there’s 
something for everyone at The Courthouse from January 
– July 2023. As ever, we have f irm favourites returning, 
and invite you to dip your toes into something new – how 
about Kurinuki Clay Carving (p.5) or an introduction to the 
handpan (p.6)? If performing arts are more your thing, why 
not join us for the beautiful and evocate Khoogi, or dance-
comedy Sync or Swim (p.21)?

I started my working life as an intern at Rural Arts and it has 
been a great privilege to return and lead it over the last few 
years. I truly do believe that Rural Arts is one of the crown 
jewels of North Yorkshire – and I wish 
our new CEO Michael all the best in 
this wonderful role. 

Read a hello from Michael on p.27.

Best wishes,

Max May
Outgoing Director and CEO
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Workshops for Adults
Get inspired at one of our unique workshops run by friendly and 
experienced artists. All workshops are suitable for beginners.

Lampshade Making
Artist: Dove Armistead 
Saturday 21st January, 10am-3pm 
£55 (£50 + £5)

Choose from a range of fabrics to 
create your own unique lampshade to 
match your room interior or to gift to a 
loved one. 

Papermaking and Printmaking
Artist: Joanna Mills
Wednesday 25th January, 10am-2pm 
£42

Join Joanna, the January artist of the 
month in our Cafe Collection (p.16), 
to make your own recycled paper 
and experiment with printmaking on 
handmade paper using flora.

Kurinuki Clay Carving 
Artist: Helen Casey
Saturday 28th January, 10am-2pm
£52 (£42 + £10)

Explore surface and texture in clay 
to create one-of-a-kind hand carved 
vases using this traditional Japanese 
techniques.

What’s inside?

Workshops for Adults      

Exhibitions        

Outreach         

Activities for Children & Families   

Performances & Screenings      

Events        

Venue Hire                        

Visit Us                   

Cover image: Sync or Swim (p.21)
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Workshops f ill up quickly, but we’re always happy to add you 
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Sacred Geometry Workshop
Artist: Joe Jordan
Saturday 4th February, 10am–1pm
£35 (£30 + £5)

Discover the mysteries of the ancient 
practice of sacred geometry and 
how to unlock it through drawing. A 
unique and meditative experience.

Textiles Workshop
Artist: Jane Claire Wilson
Saturday 4th February, 10am-4pm, 
£37

Join Jane, the February artist of the 
month in our Cafe Collection (p.16), 
to experiment with a range of textile 
techniques.

Introduction to the Handpan 
Artist: Joe Jordan
Saturday 4th February & 1st April, 
2pm–4pm
£25
 
Learn about this new and exciting 
instrument and how its principles of 
rhythm can be applied to any other 
instrument

Copper Hare
Artist: Wendy Bristow
Tuesday 21st February, 
10am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-4pm
£38 (£30 + £8)

Learn how to manipulate wire to 
create your own mini copper wire hare 
to hop accross your mantlepiece and 
liven up your home.

76

Spring Fused Glass
Artist: David Teece
Saturday 25th February, 10am-4pm 
£67 (£55 + £12)

Design and make your own glass 
panel, inspired by  landscape and 
floral images, using fusible sheet glass 
and other glass products. 

Willow Owl in Flight
Artist: Wendy Bristow 
Friday 3rd March, 10am-4pm 
£70 (£52 + £18)

Get hands on using simple weaving 
techniques to create your own owl 
in flight. The perfect addition to your 
home!

Ceramic Heads
Artist: Kay Latto
Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th March, 
10am-4pm
£65 (£55 + £10 materials) 

Sculpt a human, animal or mythical 
head in clay. Book onto both days to 
work on a larger head.

Abstract Flowers Painting 
Artist: Claire Castle
Saturday 11th March, 10am-1pm, 
£48

Join Claire, the March artist of the 
month in our Cafe Collection (p.16), 
to create your own original semi-
abstract painting inspired by Spring. 
Explore a range of media including 
acrylic paint and mediums. 
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Mosaic a Mirror 
Artist: Sue Kershaw 
Saturday 18th March, 10am-4pm 
£65 (£50 + £15) 

Choose from a variety of coloured tiles 
to create a dazzling mosaic border for 
a  mirror. Use different materials and 
shapes for your border design. 

Willow Obelisk 
Artist: Wendy Bristow 
Tuesday 21st March, 
10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm
£46 (£30 + £16)

Build and weave your own obelisk. 
Perfect for the home and for climbing 
flora in your garden.

Spring Fused Glass
Artist: David Teece
Wednesday 22nd March, 10am-4pm 
£67 (£55 + £12) 

Design and make your own glass 
panel based on landscape and floral 
images with fusible sheet glass.
 

Fabric Treasure Chests
Artist: Abigail Lagden  
Wednesday 19th April, 10am-1pm 
£42 (£35 + £7)

Create a stunning mini treasure chest 
useing materials and embellishments 
to create wonderful textures and 
designs. Great for storing trinkets!
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Petal Photography workshop
Artist: Lee Karen Stow
Saturday 29th April, 10am – 1pm, 
£40

Join Lee, the April artist of the month 
in our Cafe Collection (p.16), to use 
pressed flower petals, shaped onto 
glass to create stunning abstracts.

Willow Sunflowers
Artist: Wendy Bristow 
Friday 5th May, 
10am-12pm, 1pm-3pm 
£40 (£30 + £10)

Let a burst of sunshine take over. 
Using simple weaving techniques 
create your own willow sunflowers.

Handmade Paper
Artist: Joanna Mills
Wednesday 17th May, 10am-2pm 
£50 (£42 + 8)   

Make your own beautiful sheets of 
eco-friendly handmade paper, using 
recycled shredded paper and pulp.

Poetry and Yoga workshop
Artist: Olivia Mulligan and Sam 
Alexander-Vasey
Saturday 20th May, 2pm-4pm, 
£25

Join Olivia, the May artist of the 
month in our Cafe Collection (p.16), 
for this unique workshop combining 
the mediative practice of yoga with a 
poetry workshop afterwards.
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Mixed Media workshop
Artist: Catherine Gray
Saturday 3rd June, 2pm-4pm, 
£42

Join Catherine, the June artist of the 
month in our Cafe Collection (p.16), to 
create a mixed media artwork in this 
fun, thought-provoking workshop.

Mosaic Vintage Shapes
Artist: Sue Kershaw 
Saturday 10th June, 10am-4pm 
£65 (£50 + £15) 

Create a bespoke vintage china 
mosaic, choosing from a wide range of 
cut-out bases, including hares, hearts, 
butterflies and birds. 

Eco-Printing
Artist: CarolAnn J Allan
Saturday 17th June, 10am-4pm
£60 (£50 + £10)  

In this full-day summer workshop 
learn all about the unique process of 
eco-printing in this full day summer 
workshop. 

iCan: iPad Workshops 
21st January, 18th March, 20th May
Saturdays, 1pm-4pm
£15 per 30 minute session

Sort your technical glitches, learn new 
skills or get your device set up and 
running with friendly iPad expert, 
Claire Ford.
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Taste Of...
Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm (unless stated otherwise)

With all materials included and each workshop suitable for 
beginners, these Wednesday morning sessions give the perfect 
introduction to a range of artistic styles and techniques.

Weekly Workshops

Linocut Birds
Sunsets in Acrylic
Typographic Quotes
Colourful Countryside Paintings
Floral Portrait Collage
llustrative Sgraffito Platters
Soapmaking
Gelli Printing
Freehand Embroidery (10.30am-1.30pm)
Ceramic Owls
Drawing Rural Landsacapes
Terracotta Suns
Needle Felted Animals 
Ceramic Fruit and Veg
Summer Woodland Collage
Quirky Ceramic Candle Holders 
Hanging Rainbow Decorations 
Contemporary Card-Making

£18
£15
£12
£15
£12
£18
£15
£15
£18
£18
£12
£18
£15
£18
£12
£18
£15
£12

11 Jan
18 Jan
25 Jan 
01 Feb 
08 Feb
22 Feb
01 Mar
15 Mar
22 Mar
29 Mar
19 Apr
26 Apr
03 May
10 May
24 May
07 June
14 June 
21 June
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Drawing the Seasons (4 Weeks)
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Fridays from the 20th January, 10am-
12pm, £65

Explore beautiful still life compositions 
and landscapes, inspired by autumn, 
winter, spring and summer. Learn how 
to capture the movement of snow 
flurries across the dales and the crisp 
autumn leaves as they fall f rom trees. 

Printmaking (4 Weeks)
Artist: Lauren Henderson
Saturdays from the 15th April, 1pm-
4pm, £90

Each week you will discover how 
to create prints based on different 
methods including mono-printing, 
linocut printing (relief), collagraph 
printing and stencil-based prints. 

Crowded Places (6 Weeks)
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Thursdays from the 20th April, 1pm-
3pm, £65

Learn how to capture the hustle and 
bustle of urban landscapes in this 
course perfect for beginners. Use 
a variety of drawing techniques, to 
create gestural marks and illustrative 
compositions of crowded places. 

Basics For Beginners
Join our weekly courses that introduce beginners to the basics of 
artistic techniques and mediums. All materials and equipment 
are provided.

Get Hands On With...
Join these tutor-led, multi-week courses - aimed at those with 
some experience or enthusiastic beginners - in our friendly, 
supportive studio environment. All materials and equipment are 
provided.

Oil Painting (6 Weeks)
Artist: Jennifer Cottis
Monday 16th January and Monday 6th 
March, 2pm – 4pm 
£120

Develop your own visual language, 
from observational drawing and 
painting to creating compositions. 
Learn to mix colours, choose suitable 
surfaces and manipulate oil paints.

Watercolour Flowers (4 Weeks) 
Artist: Jo Lawson
Starting Tuesday 7th March, 10am – 
12.30pm 
£120 per session

Explore and learn a variety of 
watercolour techniques in this 4-week 
course. You will learn about painting 
washes and glazes, ‘wet on wet’ 
techniques, resists, and more. 

Watercolour Landscapes (4 Weeks)
Artist: Jo Lawson 
Starting Monday 5th June,  10am–
12.30pm 
£120 (100 + 20) 

Explore landscapes and learn a variety 
of watercolour techniques in this 
4-week course. You will learn about 
painting washes and glazes, ‘wet on 
wet’ techniques, resists, and more. 

13
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Open Studio Schemes
Ceramics: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Printmaking: Fridays

10am-3pm, £12 per session  

Our studio is open for those working 
in ceramics and printmaking. Run by 
The Arts Collective, a technician will 
be on hand to support you and you 
are encouraged to bring your own 
materials.

Interested in joining? Email 
theartscollective1@gmail.com.

Find out more about our exhibitions at www.ruralarts.org

Exhibitions
Our exhibitions are free, and promote the best of regional and 
national artists. Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am-4pm.

The Arts Collective Exhibition 
Friday 17th March - Saturday 1st April 

Come and see an excellent selection 
of artwork produced by the 
printmaking and ceramics groups 
that make up The Arts Collective, who 
attend our Open Studios scheme.

Henshaw Arts Exhibtion 
Tuesday 2nd May - Saturday 13th May

Colourful, delightful and refreshing 
artworks from Henshaws Arts & Crafts 
Centre, Knaresborough: a day centre 
which nurtures the creativity of artists 
of mixed abilities.

Rural Arts 30th Anniversary 
Exhibition
Tuesday 6th June - Saturday 17th 
June
Previous: Friday 9th June, 6-8pm
Book online to attend

Celebrate Rural Arts’ thirtieth year 
as a registered charity. Alongside 
insightful photos, documents 
and memories of our history, this 
exhibition will feature creative work 
created by Rural Arts’ staff, artists, 
volunteers and participants, past and 
present.
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Paint and Draw
Wednesdays fortnightly, 6-8pm
£8 per session

Come along to our creative studio 
space to become part of our brand-
new Wednesday evening group. Bring 
along paints, sketchbooks, pencils and 
more to pursue your own projects in 
the company of other artists.

Twilight Textiles
Tuesdays, 6-9pm
£8 per session

Join our friendly, informal group and 
pursue your own projects. Attendees 
support one another to develop their 
hand embroidery and machine skills.

Evening Open Studio Schemes
Our weekly or fortnightly evening sessions are open to all to 
explore and develop your skills in your chosen medium.
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Café Collection: Artist of the Month
Our artists of the month showcases local artists in our Café and 
snug space. Each month we exhibit artists working in different 
specialisms.

January: Joanna Mills

This work has been inspired by 
Joanna’s love for geology, evolution, 
her garden and the countryside.

February: Jane Claire Wilson

With walking at the heart of her 
practice, Jane creates abstract textiles 
and paintings inspired by her travels.
 
March: Claire Castle

Nature and the landscape are a 
constant source of inspiration for 
Claire.

April: Lee Karen Stow

Lee photographs the floral form to 
symbolise her personal reflections of 
family, resilience and hope.

May: Olivia Mulligan

BBC Radio York Poet Laureate Olivia 
Mulligan displays her heartwarming 
and accessible poems for you absorb.

June: Catherine Gray

Catherine combines words and 
pictures to explore the signif icant 
memories from her life.

Outreach
Improve your wellbeing and skills with our special f ree-to-access 
projects. We also deilver activites across North Yorkshire.

19th January 
23rd February 
16th March 

Enjoy a free arts and crafts activity in 
a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.

Book online at www.ruralarts.org 
or call 01845 526 536.

Heart & Craft: Free Creativity for 
Over 65s
Thursdays, monthly, 10.30am-12.30pm

20th April 
18th May 
29th June 

Action Towards Inclusion: Free 
Workshops for Unemployed People

If you’re over 18 and not in education, 
employment or training, you might 
be able to access free visual arts 
workshops to build your skills and 
wellbeing. 

To f ind out more, visit atiyorkshire.org 
or email jayne@ruralarts.org

FEAST: Free Holiday Activities and 
Food this Easter

As part of North Yorkshire Together, 
Rural Arts coordinates free holiday 
activities and food for children 
and young people on Free School 
Meals. Find out more at www.
northyorkshiretogether.co.uk/feast
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Art Club
Thursdays 4pm-5.15pm 
(ages 6-16)

Saturdays 10am-11.15am 
(ages 6-10)

Saturdays 11.30am-12.45pm 
(ages 10-18)

Our art, craft and digital 
sessions are perfect for 
any young creative! A safe, 
supportive and inspiring 
environment - with a 
strong emphasis on fun 
and experimentation. Each 
Art Club session aims to be 
engaging for everyone who 
takes part. 

This term we’ll explore and 
learn new skills in bookmaking, 
collage and sculpture, and 
how these have been used in 
the art world historically. 

We will also have a special 
opportunity for our sculptures 
to be exhibited as part of 
Rural Arts 30th Anniversary 
exhibition. 

New to art club? Email 
admin@ruralarts.org to join!

Breastfeeding 
friendly

We’re always trying to be more family friendly.

£7.50 
per 

session

That’s why we have:
• Children’s menu in our Café 
• High chair and a changing unit
• Free nappies, nappy bags + wet wipes
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Holiday Activities

Muddy Pig Prints (2+)
Ceramic Farm Animals
Felted Farmyard

£4.50
£6.50
£4.50

14 Feb
15 Feb
16 Feb

Our exciting selection of themed holiday workshops are suitable 
for ages 5+ (unless stated). Unders 8s must be accompanied by 
an adult. Adults are welcome to join in by booking an extra place!

All activities run from 10.30am-12 noon.

February Half Term: On the farm
Get your wellies on and have a quacking good time. Be inspired 
by your favourite farmyard animals in this half term.

Jellyfish Sculptures (2+)
Ceramic Sealife
Mini Aquarium
Ocean Painting (2+)
Coral Reef Ceramics
Seashell Wind Chimes

£4.50
£6.50
£4.50
£4.50
£6.50
£4.50

o4 Apr
05 Apr
06 Apr 
11 Apr
12 Apr
13 Apr

Easter Holidays: Under the Sea
Take inspiration from the beautiful ocean this Easter, recreating 
your own sea life through painting, ceramics, and sculptures!

Hot Air Balloon Painting (2+)
Terracotta Birds
Rainbow T-shirts and Decorations

£4.50
£6.50
£4.50

30 May
31 May
01 June 

May Half Term: High in the sky
Take a trip with us high into the sky this May Half Term, where 
birds fly, hot air balloons rise and rainbows shine!

Activities for Children and 
Families 
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The Lighthouse
Saturday 14th January, 7.30pm
PAYD (AG: 12+)

What happens when the person you 
love doesn’t want to be alive? With 
themes of love, depression, care and 
hope, The Lighthouse tells a real-life 
story of loving somebody through 
crisis. 

Five Loose Chippings  
Friday 20th January, 8pm
PAYD (AG: 12+)

This Thirsk-based group of musicians 
have made a name for themselves 
playing a variety of music from Blues, 
Country, Bluegrass through to Pop 
classics and classic western Swing.
Beat the January blues! 

David Gibb  
Friday 17th February, 3pm
Adults: £8, Concessions: £6 (AG: 3+)

Join David and his magical music 
Jukebox as he takes you on a trip, 
where wolves roam the school 
corridors, dragons live under the bed 
and teddy bears dance the night away 
at the disco.

Sit back, relax and enjoy the show with a drink from the bar!
AG: Age guidance     PAYD: Pay As You Decide

Performances & Screenings

We also programme performances across North Yorkshire 
and the Tees Valley. Check out our website for details.

Khooghi
Saturday 25th February, 7pm
Adults: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 7+)

Kauser Mukthar’s evocative show, set 
within a beautiful toy theatre stage, 
uses puppetry, music and song to tell 
a story of humour, tragedy and hope.

Hilarity Bites Comedy Club 
Wednesday 1st March, 7.30pm
Adults: £12, Concessions: £10 (AG: 
14+)

Hilarity Bites Comedy Club return with 
a fun, fast-paced evening of side-split-
ters, hosted by Karen Bayley. Opened 
by Sam Serrano and closed by Steve 
Gibbin you’ll be rolling on the floor 
laughing.

Opera For The People 
Thursday 9th March, 7.30pm 
Adults: £10, Concessions: £8 

Popular opera and crossover music 
(think Andrea Bocelli and Katherine 
Jenkins), where the audience choose 
the songs to be sung from the Song 
Menu.

Sync or Swim  
Wednesday 26th April, 7.30pm 
Adult £10 concession £8 (AG 14+)  

Join two dancers diving into a 
synchronised swimming routine on 
a day trip to the seaside - remaining 
in full competition mode! See the 
dedicated pair apply sun cream, 
settle in for a beer on the beach and 
even scran down f ish and chips, all 
with the grace, intensity and artistic 
flair of true Olympic champions.20 21
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Events
Bringing people together and offering something new - right on 
your doorstep!

LGBT+ History Month  
In February, our Adult Taste of Art 
workshops are inspired by LGBT+ 
artists.

We will take inspiration from David 
Hockney’s paintings, Frida Kahlo’s 
self-portraits, and Kathy King’s 
illustrative ceramics. 

Print Sprint 
Saturday 11th February
Prices start at £8 per session

Our annual printing event returns. 
Learn a variety of unique printing 
techniques. Join in as a family on 
the Thursday, or book onto a two-
day ticket exclusively for adults. 

International Women’s Day
Wednesday 8th March
Prices start at £7.50 per session

This year we take inspiration from 
more famous females, in a series 
of workshops inspired by Georgia 
O’Keefe, Mary Berry, Agatha Christie 
and more.
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Poetry with Olivia Mulligan and 
Henry Raby   
Friday 26th May, 7.30pm
Adult £10 concession £8 (AG: 12+)

Join BBC Radio York Poet Laureate 
Olivia Mulligan and Henry Raby with 
their special guest for an evening of 
poetry and spoken word.

Scratch Night of New Work 
Various Artists, Friday 23rd June, 
7.30pm, PAYD (AG: 14+)

Be the f irst to see snippets of new 
shows from four emerging theatre 
companies. This is your opportunity to 
see exciting new work early and give 
advice on how best to improve the 
shows. 

Thursday 6th April
Adults £10, Concessions £8  

An extraordinary new production of 
Shakespeare’s most enduring tragedy, 
directed by Clint Dyer with a cast that 
includes Giles Terera (Hamilton), Rosy 
McEwen (The Alienist) and Paul Hilton 
(The Inheritance).

She’s a bright, headstrong daughter 
of a senator; elevated by her status 
but stifled by its expectations. He’s 
refugee of slavery; having risen to the 
top of a white world, he f inds love 
across racial lines has a cost. 

A timeless classic.

NT Live Screening: 
Othello

At Rural Arts, we champion diversity in all forms – 
across the arts and beyond. We’re committed to:

Anti-racism 
Feminism

The social model of disability 
LGBTQIA+ inclusivity
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Month of the Military Child
Saturday 15th April, 2pm-4pm
Free

Join Rural Arts and charity Never 
Such Innocence fora special, 
dandelion inspired creative 
workshop for Month of the Military 
Child! 

Pride Month 

In June, we celebrate pride with 
an adult Taste Of... workshop and a 
family half-term workshop inspired 
by the rainbow. All are welcome, 
but we hope to make this especially 
welcome to LGBTQ+ young people 
and their families. 

World Upcycling Day
Saturday 24th June
Prices start at £10 per session

For world upcycling day we will 
be running a range of upcycling 
and environmentally friendly 
workshops. Come along to a full 
day of workshops, or book onto an 
individual morning or afternoon 
sessions. 

Armed Forces Day 
Saturday 3rd and Saturday 17th 
June, 2pm-4pm 

Children, families and adults from 
across the community are invited 
to join Rural Arts and charity Never 
Such Innocence to create unique 
artworks to mark Armed Forces Day. 

Venue Hire

The Courthouse is a beautifully restored, Grade II listed venue in 
Thirsk, perfect for corporate, creative or private events.

Our state-of-the-art technical equipment includes SMART 
boards, 360° video conferencing software, projectors, sound 
systems and live streaming capabilities. We can provide a range 
of in-house catering options, or our award-winning café serves 
local and homemade food and drink Tuesday-Saturday, 10am – 
4pm. 
 
The Courthouse is fully accessible, with Blue Badge Parking 
and a Changing Place, and is within walking distance of Thirsk 
market place and local car parks.

To f ind out more, contact venue@ruralarts.org

Support our charity by hosting your event or celebration with us!

25
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Visit Us!
On top of all this creativity, The Courthouse is also home to:

Station Rd

A61

Sowerby Rd

Westgate  A
61

B
14

4
8

Chapel St

Thirsk 
Town Hall

Tesco
Filling
Station

Tesco
Supermarket

Ritz
Cinema

Towards 
Market 

Place

Planning your visit

▶ a short walk from Thirsk market place 
▶ local parking (Blue Badge on site)
▶ free WiFi 
▶ family friendly (see p.11)

▶ An artisan gift shop featuring unique, handmade items by 
designer-makers from across Yorkshire and beyond

▶ An award-winning café, the perfect place to catch up with 
friends, bring the family or enjoy some ‘me time’

Hello f rom Michael, the new 
CEO of Rural Arts!
It is with great pleasure that I’ll be joining Rural Arts as CEO 
in January, having previously been part of the senior team at 
York Theatre Royal.
 
The wide range of people that Rural Arts reaches, 
through the scale and range of the work it undertakes, is 
extraordinary. The amazing team in place at Rural Arts will 
continue this work through 2023 and beyond, with the vital 
support of the community, partner organisations, and Arts 
Council England. 
 
It is a profound testament to everyone at Rural Arts that 
through the challenges of the past few years the organisation 
has diversif ied and thrived, whilst continuing to meet the 
needs of the community, and it is this dynamism which will 
inform the future of our work. 
 
I also want to take a moment to thank Max for his leadership 
over the past four years - his are big shoes to f ill, and I wish 
him every success for the future. 
 
From January, if you visit the Courthouse - whether for a bite 
to eat, to browse in the shop, to visit an exhibition, or just to 
take f ive - I hope to get chance to 
say hello, and hear from you how 
Rural Arts can continue to make a 
difference in North Yorkshire! 
 
I can’t wait to get started.
 
All the very best, 
 
Michael
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The Courthouse, Westgate 
Thirsk, YO7 1QS

www.ruralarts.org

01845 526 536

@RuralArts

@RuralArts
NorthYorkshire

@RuralArtsNorthYorks

VISIT US TODAY!

Charity registration number: 1081007

Phone Lines: 
Tuesday - Friday,

9am - 5.30pm

The Courthouse: 
Tuesday – Saturday,

10am – 4pm
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