


Other highlights for me include: 

-   Rajasthan Heritage Brass Band (p5), a bold and bright group of musicians, who 
will fill your venue with the sounds of celebration
-   Preppers (p7), a dance show I saw back in February that left me feeling grateful 
for my friends and family - and hopeful for the world
- -   Below the Belt (p17), a real interactive night out and some brand new comedy. 
It's time for us to laugh together again!
-  Bat, Crackle and Pop (p10), a Halloween spectacular from Story Craft Theatre, who 
excel in taking family audiences on a journey through storytelling

TThe arts industry is still recovering from the effects of the pandemic. This has had a 
huge impact on artists, audiences and venues nationwide. We’re continuing our 
efforts to support everyone as we find a way forward, although there are a few 
changes we’ve had to make to our fee structure, which are detailed overleaf. We're 
very proud that despite this in order to break even (and, in some cases, make a 
profit!), the average show in this menu would have to sell less than 40 tickets at £10 
per head. 

WWe’re really looking forward to receiving your bookings. Do let me know if you need 
more information or support – and make sure to look carefully at the show’s 
requirements (e.g. get-in, playing space), so no one gets their heart broken.

Thank you on behalf of Rural Arts for all your hard work and continued support.  

Dear Promoters 

Welcome to our Autumn 2022 and Spring 2023 ON Tour menu! 

We’re so excited for what we’ve got in store for you, having searched high and low 
to find a range of exciting artists to tour top-quality work across North Yorkshire 
and the Tees Valley.  

Thank you to everyone who has engaged in our 
recent programme ‘Flourish’. As well as 
supporting artists via funding, rehearsal space 
and training, the programme also delivered 
online training for promoters too, which we 
hope to continue – alongside some in-person 
events! - in the future. Two Flourish artists have 
been selebeen selected for our upcoming seasons - Ella 
Mesma (p 22) and Maddie Morris (p 23), whose 
work is exciting, diverse and incredible quality. 



How to book 
To request performances, please click here and fill out our online form. 

If you have any issues with the form, email Natasha and we can arrange an 
alternative method.  

The deadline for requesting performances is Sunday 8th May 2022. 

We hope to start making decisions in the week of 9th-16th May 2022

FFee Structure 

Artists have had to increase their fees, having lost their livelihoods during COVID. At the 
same time, fewer District Councils are able to support our work, and our subsidy from 
Arts Council remains the same.  In order to still offer as many high-quality shows to 
venues of all sizes across North Yorkshire and the Tees Valley, we’ve had to make some 
changes to our fee structure, detailed below.  

WWe also think it’s important to update our terminology from ‘full’ and ‘subsidised’ fees. 
Every show, regardless of what financial arrangement between the Promoter and Rural 
Arts, receives significant subsidy from Rural Arts in our work to find the shows, negotiate 
deals, arrange the tour and provide free online ticketing. 

Our new fee structures are as follows: 

STANDARD RATE:     
You pay this fee, or 70% of the box office, whichever is greater 

ADDITIONAL SUBSIADDITIONAL SUBSIDY RATE: 
You pay this fee, or 80% of the box office, whichever is greater.  

We’ve provided an example below to demonstrate. 
Four venues book ‘How to be a Better Human’ (p?), a spoken-word comedy show about 
grief and loss. The Standard Rate is £450, the Additional Subsidy Rate is £300. After the 
performance, venues share their box office figures with Rural Arts, who calculate the 
following 

  

Not every show is eligible for additional subsidy. This is because our subsidy is limited, 
and we have requirements to focus our subsidy on specific genres and types of work. If 
there’s a show you’re desperate for that is not eligible for additional subsidy, please get in 
touch with Natasha to discuss if there might be a way forward. 

https://forms.office.com/r/2qqc028Pgm
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TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

The Rajasthan Heritage Brass Band 
                                                             MUSIC

p5 

DATES: September 1-2nd, 
3-4th, 8-9th 2022

FULL COST: £1000

SUBSIDISED FEE: £600

WEBSITE:
Click here to go to the website

A bold aA bold and vibrant brass 
band celebrating the jewel of 
India's crown

RRajasthan: the land of royalty. A 
glittering jewel set in the golden 
sands of the barren Thar Desert, with 
a wealth of rich culture, tradition and 
heritage.

TThe Rajasthan Heritage Brass Band is 
a living embodiment of this 
landscape. A spectacular celebration 
of its vibrant and colourful lifestyle, 
their music and dance is a heady, 
exciting and hypnotic reflection of 
this enchanting region.

ReRecognised as Britian’s premier 
Rajasthani brass band they’ve played 
huge events including Glastonbury 
Festival and are now excited to tour 
rural spaces across the region.

WWith a diverse range of folk, 
Bollywood, Bhangra, funk and even 
some well loved pop songs these 
accomplished and soluful artists 
share the full spectrum of the 
evocative and joyous music that 
governs life in Rajasthan.
  

https://www.accessallareas.info/artist/rajasthan-heritage-brass-band/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Power
From  Strong Lady Productions          CIRCUS/THEATRE

DATES: 14th-17th September 
2022

Standard Rate: £750

Additional Subsidised Rate: 
£375

WEBSITE:  
CliClick here to go to the 
website.

A real life circus Strong Lady 
tells her story through beautiful 
text and impressive feats.    

TTrying to overcome uncertainty in her 
own life, real life strong lady Charmaine 
Childs asked as many people as she 
could ‘Tell me about a time you felt 
really powerful.’  

TThe result is Power, a funny, moving 
and highly physical circus theatre show 
that combines Charmaine’s own story 
with the extraordinary experiences of 
ordinary people.   

UnUnfolding through a mix of verbal 
storytelling, movement and impressive 
physical feats, Power amplifies how we 
all have the choice to take the next 
step in our own story.   This incredible 
show has toured nationwide and 
internationally. The show is guaranteed 
to lto leave your audience entertained and 
astounded.  

p6

https://vimeo.com/503852493


Preppers
From  Casson and Friends                      DANCE

DATES: September 29th- 
2nd October 2022

Standard Rate £900

Additional Subsidary Rate: 
£375

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the website

An IntimaAn Intimate evening of 
stunning and emotive 
contemporary dance. 

A stunniA stunning piece of contemporary dance 
that asks ‘are we really prepared?’ Using 
audio from real life interviews with 
Preppers - people from the survival and 
preparedness community - this unique 
performance reflect on how we prepare 
for, react during and recover from 
ememergencies. It reveals the resilience and 
humanity of our communities in times of 
crisis and what we *really* need to survive. 

“This project has made us realise: 
preparing isn’t about preparing for the 
worst. It’s actually a hopeful activity. Hope 
in practical form” — Tim Casson, artistic 
director  

“Do“Don’t let the subject matter put you off,”  
says ON Tour manager Natasha who saw 
this show in February 2022. “It‘s a beautiful 
and thought provoking blend of text and 
dance, which highlights the importance of 
relationships and community in times of 
adversity.  It left me feeling connected and 
hopeful hopeful for the future - just what we need 
right now!”
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https://www.cassonandfriends.com/preppers
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TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Edwina Hayes
                                                               MUSIC

DATES: October 6th-9th, 
Friday 13th October, 
Sunday 15th October. 

Standard Rate: £450

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the website

A fiA firm ON Tour favourite, 
Edwina’s smooth and silky 
voice creates unforgettable 
nights of heartbreak and joy 
right on your doorstep. 

An An evening of music with one of 
the UK’s finest singer- 
songwriters. A selection of songs 
to suit everyone with lots of 
charming chat in between.  
Edwina's beautifully written 
songs, charming stage presence 
anand voice of an angel have won 
her a reputation as a true natural 
talent of gentle folk-Americana. 

She has opened numerous shows 
for Jools Holland and Van 
Morrison as well as her own gigs 
playing stages everywhere from 
Glastonbury Festival to The Royal 
Albert Hall.  Edwina numbers 
Michael Parkinson and Mike 
HaHarding among her fans. Her 
song ‘Pour Me A Drink’ was 
covered by Nanci Griffith who 
christened her 'the sweetest voice 
in England'.

https://www.facebook.com/edwinahayesmusic


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

The Killer Question
From Just Some Theatre                      Theatre

DATES: 20-23 October 2022

Standard Rate £600

Additional Subsidised Rate 
£400

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the website. 

TThe Silence of the Lambs 
meets…. Last of the Summer 
Wine! Interactive murder 
mystery at it’s finest. 

FFormer game show champion Walter 
Crump lives for murder, it was even his 
specialist subject on the nerve 
shredding, general knowledge quiz 
show The Chair!
But did his obsession with dBut did his obsession with death 
ultimately lead to his own? That’s 
certainly what Inspector Black believes, 
and now it is Crump’s dopey widow 
Margaret who finds herself in the chair 
– accused of her husband’s murder.   

But as sBut as shocking details emerge about 
the events leading up to Walter’s final 
head to head, it quickly transpires that 
what started out as an open and shut 
case has turned into another game 
altogether: the cat and mouse variety, 
with more than one deadly twist in the 
tale.  tale.  Will Inspector Black solve the 
mystery? Will Margaret be home in 
time for Country File? Who will prove 
to be the ultimate victim of The Chair? 

And just as important: which actor will 
play which character? The audience 
decides!
p9

https://www.justsometheatre.co.uk/the-killer-question


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

'Bat, Cackle,Pop'  
Story Craft Theatre                             Children’s

p10

DATES: HALF TERM 
WEEK OCTOBER 
24-30TH 

Standard Rate: £450

Additional Subsidised 
Rate:  £275

WWEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the 
website. 

Spooky and spectacular 
family theatre from 
innovative, award winning 
theatre makers. 

 It It’s Winifred the Witch’s Birthday and 
she thinks that everyone has forgotten. 
There’s going be one big Surprise Party, 
but first we need to make a special 
birthday cake. We just need the last 3 
rather spooky ingredients . . . .    

This sThis show is bubbling with all sorts of 
ghosts and ghouls (which are more silly 
than scary!), and there are plenty of 
opportunities to dabble in some spell 
making, as well as flying with luxury BAT 
Airways. This show will leave audiences 
aged 3+ spellbound!  

SStory Craft Theatre make creative and 
interactive theatre for children to ignite 
imaginations, promote teamwork and 
create lots of fun! They also run the 
popular- and award-winning Crafty Tales 
workshops, which reached hundreds of 
participants a week during lockdown.

https://www.storycrafttheatre.co.uk/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Glowing Bright
From  Alison Neil                                    Theatre

DATES: October 13th - 16th 
2022

Standard Rate: £350

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the website. 

A glowing performance from the 
queen of rural touring. 

 Gl Glowing Bright tells the story of Marie 
Curie, a Polish girl whose outstanding 
talent and determination broke 
through the restrictions placed on 
women at the time, to become one of 
the most famous scientists in the 
world.  

AAward-winning Alison Neil's plays 
about extraordinary women from 
history have enchanted audiences up 
and down the country for many years.  

Her laHer later turbulent private life, the cost 
of her fame, and her spectacular work 
during the First World War are perhaps 
less familiar- but equally fascinating.  
Alison Neil is a second to none 
story-teller and Marie Curie's 
inspirational life is a story worth telling.  

AAudience feedback from Spring 2022:

 "It was brilliant. A riveting and 
humorous play with a really interesting 
question and answer session after." 

 "Very much enjoyed it, really 
fascinating and so well done!"  
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https://alisonneil.co.uk/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

How To Be A Better Human
From  Chris Singleton                          Theatre

DATES: November 10-13th 
2022

Standard Rate: £450

Additional Subsidised 
Rate: £300

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit website.

A A comedy about losing 
everything and finding the 
strength to rebuild it. 

HHow to Be a Better Human is a comedy 
about grief, loss and self-acceptance. It 
tells Chris' story of losing two of the 
biggest relationships in his Dad and 
Wife - in the space of a few months. 

It fiIt finds the humour in big complex 
challenges and explores how they help 
us become better at finding lightness 
in death, loss and divorce, exploring 
how they help us become better at 
empathising, connecting and 
understanding. 

HHow we can lose everything and still 
find the strength to rebuild. How 
growing a beard can be the best 
decision of your life, and why some 
hedgehogs are absolute d*******s.  

“A vulnerability that absolutely chimed 
with our audience.” - Leeds Playhouse  

" Supe" Superb and slick - A surprisingly 
hilarious top night out."  - Harrogate 
Theatres  
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https://bravewords.co.uk/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Skinner and T’witch                                 Music

DATES:  November 17-120th 2022

Standard Rate:  £350

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website.

A quiA quirky evening of music from 
a range of genres – with an 
added dose of comedy!

A somehow seamless blend of 
Folk, Flamenco music-hall in one 
foot tapping evening!

HHaving recently returned from 
their tours of both America and 
Australia, Skinner and T’witch 
have an ample repertoire – five 
albums- to draw from, and have 
been charming the socks off 
audiences for years. 

 'So 'Some things just work. Skinner 
and T’witch are one of those 
things. An absolute must see.' 
Lakefest Official  

SSkinner & T’witch have been 
described as “a pair of comic 
geniuses” and I would not 
disagree - they are unique: there 
is nobody to compare them with’. 
Tom Brown, The Living Tradition 
 
‘‘The one and only Skinner & 
T'witch...a pair of comic geniuses’.  
David Chamberlain, Acoustic 
Routes, Dapper FM/Blues and 
Roots Radio
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https://www.skinnerandtwitch.com/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Dame Ruth and Same Difference 
Present ‘Cinderella’                       PANTO 

DATES:  Thursday 15th 
December 2022- Monday 
2nd January 2023

Standard Rate: £575

Additional Subsidised 
Rate:  £375

WEBSITE:  
CliClick here to visit the website.

Dame Ruth from Pocket Panto in 
collaboration with Same Difference 
Arts presents Cinderella.  

This This hysterical family pantomime 
follows Cinderella’s journey against 
her evil stepsisters to win Prince 
Charming’s hand in marriage. 
AAs her family’s servant maid, 
Cinderella stands no chance of 
attending the royal ball. But, with the 
help of Buttons and her Fairy 
Godmother, can Cinderella’s dreams 
come true?  

CCombining fairy-tale enchantment 
with side-splitting comedy this show 
will leave your audiences entertained 
and enchanted from start to finish! 
Perfect for the whole family.   

DaDame Ruth say’s “It’s NOT behind me! 
After a year’s break I’m thrilled to be 
back touring North Yorkshire and the 
Tees Valley as your Panto Dame, 
thanks to the award-winning Same 
Difference Arts!”
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https://www.samedifferencearts.com/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

David Gibb
Family Jukebox                    Children’s

DATES:  13-17TH Feb 2023

Standard Rate:  £450

Additional Subsidised Rate: 
£275

WEBSITE:  Please Click here 
to visit the website.

A jam-A jam-packed Jukebox from 
the UK’s favourite family 
singer-songwriter!

GiGive your family a musical experience 
to remember with David Gibb’s Family 
Jukebox. Join David and his magical 
music Jukebox as he takes you on a 
trip through his hilarious and often 
surreal imagination, where wolves 
roam the school corridors, dragons live 
ununder the bed and teddy bears dance 
the night away at the disco. 

Guaranteed to appeal equally to 
parents and children alike, this is 
music that the whole family can enjoy 
together!

Nominated for Young Story Teller of 
the year and BBC Radio 2 Folk award 
–in the same year! – his four albums for 
families have been played all over the 
world. He’s also the author of the much 
loved picture book ‘Too Many Bubbles’.

““The children love it – and I mean they 
LOVE it – but so do we, the parents. ”
Toddle About Magazine
.
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https://www.littleseedsmusic.co.uk/touringnow


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Remi Harris Duo                                    Music

DATES: March 2-5th 2023 

Standard Rate £500

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website. 

A jouA journey through the soul 
of music guided by the 
accomplished and 
incomparable Remi Harris. 

AAcclaimed guitarist Remi Harris and 
double bassist Tom Moore present an 
evening of music ranging from the 
acoustic jazz of the 30s and 40s 
through to the electric blues of the 
60s and 70s. Influenced by such 
greats as Django Reinhardt, Peter 
GrGreen, Jimi Hendrix and more. 

The show features an eclectic mix of 
jazz and blues standards, original 
compositions, improvisations and 
new arrangements of familiar tunes.

Playing a variety of acoustic and 
electric guiatrs throughout the night, 
the combination of Remi’s warm 
stage presence and virtuoso talent 
will captivate the audience.  

 "An absolutely extraordinary 
musician" 
Jamie Jamie Cullum, Grammy nominated 
musician and BBC Radio 2 presenter.  

"Astonishing stuff" 
Cerys Matthews, BBC Radio 2 & BBC 6 
Music 

p16

https://www.remiharris.com/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Below the Belt
From Ingenious Fools                           Comedy

DATES:  March 9-12th 
2023

Standard Rate: £1000

Additional Subsidised 
Rate:  £400

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website. 

TTaskmaster featuring a 
hilarious line-up of 
disabled comedians. 

A rip-roaring gameshow with 
humour for all ages, interactive 
games and a healthy dose of 
disability activism.  

A A panel of comedians attempt tasks 
set for them by host Benny Shakes, 
raising awareness of disabilities such 
as Cerebral Palsy and Autism. Hosted 
by Benny Shakes plus star guests 
from all across the festival. 

WWith plenty of (dubious) prizes to 
play for, this disabled-led piece 
plunges the audience into a world of 
the daily challenges faced by the 
comedians. 

Natasha sNatasha says “A brilliant way to 
engage new and regular audiences 
alike – and to benefit from rural 
touring’s answer to popular TV 
formats and figures.”
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https://ingeniousfools.co.uk/project/benny-shakes/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Nicola Mills                                       Music 

DATES:  
16-19th March 2023

Standard Rate:  £375

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website. 

YYour audience are in the 
driving seat with this 
Choose Your Own evening 
of popular classics – and 
pop takes on classics!

 Ni Nicola Mills has sung Opera Houses 
across the globe – and now brings a 
unique experience to rural venues 
across North Yorkshire and the Tees 
Valley. 
In this In this new Design Your Own 
Concert formal, the audience choose 
from a song menu including 
popular classics (e.g. Andrea Boceilli, 
Katherine Jenkins). Songs from 
musicians and even a Pavarotti Pop 
section. 

PPopular opera and crossover music 
(think Andrea Bocelli and Katherine 
Jenkins), where the audience 
choose the songs to be sung from 
the Song Menu, including ‘popular 
opera, popular classical songs, songs 
from musicals and a Pavarotti Pop’ 
sesection.    

Creating community through music, 
sharing stories of her life and singing 
the songs she loves. It’s feel good 
and uplifting. It’s Opera for the 
People!
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https://iamnicolamills.com/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Beneath the Banner
Up the Road Theatre                             Theatre

DATES:  22-26th March 2023 

Standard Rate: £500

Additional Subsidised Rate: 
£350 

WEBSITE: 
Click here to visit the website. 

TTheatre that blends real life 
testimony and fiction, telling 
an important story that 
resonates with many rural 
audiences. 

AfAfter three successful tours with rural 
touring schemes, Up The Road 
Theatre are back!  “I remember the 
blue scars. Every miner had blue 
scars.”  Gail, grand-daughter of a coal 
miner, is piecing together her late 
grandpa’s story. As she does so, with 
ththe help of reluctant former miner 
Aubrey, we meet a myriad of 
characters, including a pit nurse, Coal 
Queen, Pit Head Baths Attendant, 
hewer, and pit-brow lassie.  
Created partly from the words of 
former miners and their families, 
Beneath the Banner shines a light on 
the untold and unseen stories of coal 
mining communities, from fireside to 
pit bottom. 
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http://www.uptheroadtheatre.co.uk/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Sync or Swim  
From Tamar and Jo                           Dance 

DATES:  20-23rd April 2023 

Standard Rate:  £600

Additional Subsidised Rate:  
£375 

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website. 

A A cheerfully chaotic trip to the 
beach, told through easy and 
accessible contemporary dance. 

Join our Join our two synchronised swimmers 
on an exciting and leisurely trip to the 
season…The only problem is, they can’t 
switch off from full-on competition 
mode!

WWatch the dedicated pair apply sloppy 
sun cream, settle in for a beer on the 
beach, and even scran down fish and 
chips - all with the grace, intensity and 
artistic flair of true Olympic champions.  
Set to a soundtrack of summertime 
classics and seaside soundscapes – 
accaccompanied by the dramatic fanfare 
of Olympic routines - Sync or Swim is a 
funny, uplifting performance suitable 
for all ages.   

Having seen the show, ON Tour 
manager Natasha says ‘Tamar and Jo 
make very fun and enjoyable 
contemporary dance. They know 
community audiences and will provide 
a great night out!’

p20

https://www.facebook.com/TamarJoHull/


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

The Table Tennis Years
Storm in the North                                 Theatre

DATES:  April 27-30th 2023

FULL COST:  £600

SUBSIDISED FEE:  £375

WEBSITE:  
Please click here to visit the 
website.

This is about dThis is about dads and their boys – 
about Dan and Sam who only 
communicate by spending hours 
around the table. Table tennis gets 
them through everything - exams, 
redundancy, Mum leaving home, 
first girlfriend, everything. Like all 
grgreat plays, it’s about subtext, 
about the unsaid and the 
unsayable. 

It’s a knife-edge of complex, 
slippery interactions, of guessing 
and getting it wrong. A playing-out 
of growing up, growing apart and 
growing back together. Sometimes 
there’s a ball, sometimes not. 
Sometimes there’s a net, 
sosometimes other things are 
between them. After the show, 
there might be a game of ping 
pong.
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https://www.storminthenorth.com/the-table-tennis-years


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Ella Mesma
The Rainbow Butterfly                               Dance 

DATES:  11-14th May 2023

Standard Rate:  £900

Additional Subsidised rate:  
£375 

WEBSITE:  
Please Click here to visit website

An An awe striking aerial 
performance for little ones and 
their loved ones. 

Maja is a child with a big imagination, 
Maja wants to be a Rainbow Butterfly, 
and fly all the way to the moon!

 Inspi Inspired by the transformation of the 
lifecycle of  butterflies, this interactive 
aerial piece shares the touching tail of 
Maja, the child who longer to flutter 
their wings and take flight. 

TThe beautiful butterfly  aerial silks have 
been painted by textiles artist Zephyr 
Liddell and the story book published, 
illustrated and written by the company.  
This show is appropriate for 3-6 year 
olds, families and young people.  

TTouring with their own aerial rig, there 
are two height options - 5.6m or 2.6m so 
this piece can adapt to your space. For 
more detailed information please email 
natasha@ruralarts.org 
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https://ellamesma.co.uk/the-rainbow-butterfly


TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:

Maddie Morris                                       Music 

DATES:  25-28th May 2023 

Standard Rate:  £500

Additional Subsidised 
Rate:  £325

WEBSITE:  
Click here to visit the website. 

WWinner of the BBC Radio 2 
Yong Folk Award, Maddie 
Morris is the new gentle 
powerhouse of folk. 

Her insightful aHer insightful and poetic music 
blends contemporary and 
traditional approaches to reflect 
on – and sometimes challenge- 
the world around her. 

WWith first class Honours in Folk 
and Traditional Music, Maddie 
guides audiences through the 
role of traditional songs 
historically, and their meanings in 
a contemporary context.  

““Leading the next generation of 
socially conscious songwriters.” – 
Jim Moray   

“A Haunting and delicate vocal 
style. A performer with serious 
insight into how to tell a story in 
song.” – Nancy Kerr
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https://www.facebook.com/MaddieMorrisMusic/
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