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Hello!

Welcome to our new season of events and activities here at 
The Courthouse f rom January – June 2022. This brochure is 
jam-packed with over 100 creative and cultural opportunities, 
with something for everyone. 

We’re springing into the season with f irm favourites including 
Ceramic Heads and Willow Weaving (p.6-7), and are blending 
these with new and unique additions such as Terracotta 
Planters and Fabric Sculpted Garden Gnomes (p.7). 

We’re also expanding our range of weekly classes, with 
relaxed, peer-led sessions in life drawing and textiles (p.9), 
alongside multi-week courses in sculpture and dress-making 
(p.10). As ever, our popular Art Club and holiday workshops 
return for children and young people (p.12-13), exploring 
everything from the climate to the circus. Roll up, roll up! 

Our free exhibitions (p.14) this season showcase two local 
artists, Nel Hume and Sarah Pym, whose bold and striking 
abstracts encourages us to reflect on both our natural and 
internal landscapes respectively. They’re not to be missed. 

We’re also excited to celebrate International Women’s Day, 
World Environment Day and more with our wide range of 
creative and cultural events (p.20). Don’t miss our Summer 
Makers Market (p.20), new for this season! 
 
To celebrate the end of the dark nights, we’re packing in 
plenty of performances (p.16-18). We’re focusing on bringing 
you something new and fresh, which this season includes 
immersive experiences Dark Room and Spaced (p.16-17), a 
collaboration between award-winning theatre-maker Daniel 
Bye and Boff Whalley of Chumbawamba (p.18), and a sharing of 
four brand-new pieces that Rural Arts has commissioned (p.16).

Of course, this all sits alongside our usual offering of gorgeous 
music and hilarious comedy – and the return of local poetry 
super-star Olivia Mulligan (p.16). We’ve also got three 
screenings (p.19), spanning everything from a radical retelling 
of Sleeping Beauty to an on-screen exploration of one of the 
most mysterious paintings in art history… 

We’re continuing to support those most isolated and 
vulnerable in North Yorkshire through outreach programmes 
(p.21) like Heart and Craft (for older people) and Action 
Towards Inclusion (for those not in education, employment or 
training).  

Our award-winning café and shop are open Tuesday – 
Saturday, 10am – 4pm, so please do visit us, try our tasty 
homemade treats and support local artists.  

Although Coronavirus restrictions have lifted, for now we’re 
keeping a range of COVID-19 Secure measures across the 
building, to make sure we can keep everybody – including 
those clinically extremely vulnerable – safe. You can f ind 
out more at ruralarts.org/COVID, and thank you for your 
understanding whilst these measures remain in place.  

Now more than ever, thank you for your support. As a small 
charity, every card you buy, cup of coffee your drink, or event 
you come along to really makes a difference.  

I look forward to seeing you at one of 
our fabulous Spring events. 
 
Best wishes,

Max May
Director and CEO
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Our workshops make the perfect gift for a loved one. 

Not sure what they'd like? Treat them to a gift voucher, 
available at The Courthouse or on our website:
ruralarts.org/gift-vouchers

Workshops for Adults
Get inspired at one of our unique workshops run by friendly and 
experienced artists. All workshops are suitable for beginners.

Experimenting with Poetry
Artist: Olivia Mulligan 
Saturday 8th January, 10am-12pm 
£25 (£20 + £5 materials)   

Gain confidence in your skills and 
inspire your inner writer by taking part 
in our poetry workshop led by BBC 
Radio York’s Poet Laureate. 

Ceramic Houses 
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Wednesday 26th January, 10am-3pm 
£55 (£40 + £15 materials)  

Inspired by 2020’s Great Pottery 
Throwdown, create your very own 
ceramic house, recreating a building 
that has a special meaning to you.

Copper Wire Hare
Artist: Wendy Bristow
Friday 11th February, 10am-12.30pm / 
1.30-3.30pm
£37 (£30 + £7 materials)

Learn how to manipulate copper wire 
to create a stunning hare sculpture for 
your home or garden.
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Green Men and Gargoyles 
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Tuesday 15th / Wednesday 16th 
February, 10am-3pm 
£45 (£35 + £10 materials)  

In this popular workshop you will learn 
a range of hand-building techniques 
to sculpt your own green man or 
gargoyle to display outdoors. 

Ceramic Heads 
Artist: Kay Latto
Saturday 5th / Sunday 6th March, 
10am-4pm
£65 (£55 + £10 materials) 

Sculpt a human, animal or mythical 
head in clay. Book onto two days to 
work on a larger head. 

Vintage China Mosaic
Artist: Sue Kershaw
Saturday 12th March, 10am-4pm
£60 (£50 + £10 materials) 

Create a bespoke mosaic, choosing 
from a wide range of pre-cut bases 
including hares, hearts and birds. 
Select from treasured china, some 
over 100 years old, in this truly original 
experience.

Willow Pheasant
Artist: Wendy Bristow 
Wednesday 30th March, 10am-4pm 
£67 (£52 + £15 materials)  

Weave your own willow pheasant and 
take home a beautiful sculpture for 
your garden. Enjoy this therapeutic 
process whilst learning about a variety 
of willow and weaving techniques.

Terracotta Planters
Artist: Helen Casey 
Saturday 9th April, 10am-4pm  
£50 (£40 + £10 materials)   

Make and decorate your own unique 
terracotta planter, the perfect little pot 
for your most treasured botanicals! 
Using hand building and slip 
decorating techniques, learn how to 
shape and manipulate clay into your 
desired form.  

Fabric Sculpted Garden Gnomes
Artist: Abigail Lagden
Wednesday 27th April, 10am-1pm
£37 (£30 + £7 materials)

Learn how to use fabric sculpting 
techniques to create your very own 
whimsical garden gnome. Add funky 
fabric and colourful patterns to bring 
your new friend to life!

Willow Owl
Artist: Wendy Bristow
Friday 6th May, 10am-4pm  
£67 (£52 + £15 materials)

It's a hoot! Create your own willow 
owl using introductory weaving 
techniques. The perfect decorative 
addition to your home or garden.

Monoprints
Artist: The Arts Collective
Wednesday 29th June, 10am-3pm 
£45 (£35 + £10 materials)

Learn a range of techniques to create 
unique and colourful monoprints 
under the guidance of our in-house 
printmakers.
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Taste Of...
Wednesdays, 10.30am-12.30pm

12 Jan  Night Sky in Acrylic     £12
19 Jan  Cityscape Collage     £12
02 Feb Slip Decorated Ceramics      £18
09 Feb Drawing Parisian Streets      £12
02 Mar Pochoir Portrait Prints       £15
09 Mar Ocean Reef Ceramics     £18
16 Mar Freehand Machine Embroidery (10.30am-1.30pm)  £25
23 Mar Insects in Ink      £12 
30 Mar Boats in Acrylic      £12
06 Apr Quirky Vases        £18
04 May Summer Collage with Pen and Ink     £12
11 May Decorative Bunting     £15
18 May Ceramic Indian Elephants    £18
25 May Linocut Sea-Life      £15
08 Jun Drawing British Wildlife             £12
15 Jun Pet Bowl Pottery               £18
22 Jun Hand Decorated Keepsake Boxes            £15

With all materials included, and each workshop suitable for 
beginners, these Wednesday morning sessions give the perfect 
introduction to a range of artistic styles and techniques.

Weekly Workshops

Taste Of... workshops f ill up quickly, but we're always 
happy to add you to the waiting list. We'll also run 
additional workshops if there's enough demand! 

Open Studio Schemes
Ceramics: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Printmaking: Fridays
10am-3pm, £12 per session  

Our studio is open for those working 
in ceramics and printmaking.

Run by The Arts Collective, you can 
develop your work alongside makers 
of all levels, and share skills and ideas.

You are encouraged to bring or 
purchase your own materials.

Interested in joining? 
Email theartscollective1@gmail.com.

Twilight Textiles
Peer-led
Tuesdays, 6-9pm from 1st February
£8 per session

Become part of a friendly, informal 
group and pursue your own projects. 
Develop your hand embroidery or 
machine stitch skills, create beautiful 
home furnishings such as cushions 
or quilts, or learn how to upcycle old 
clothing and bring it back to life.

Life Drawing
Peer-led
Fortnightly on Wednesdays, 
6.30-8pm from 2nd March
£8 per session 

Learn observational drawing 
techniques with our professional life 
models. With all materials provided, 
explore the human form, using a 
range of mediums including pens, 
pencils and charcoal.
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Get Hands On With... 
Join these tutor-led, multi-week courses - aimed at those with 
some experience or enthusiastic beginners - in our friendly, 
supportive studio environment.

Oil Painting (6 Weeks)
Artist: Jennifer Cottis
Mondays from 7th February, 2-4pm 
Mondays from 28th March, 2-4pm 
£120 (£100 + £20 materials)

Develop your own visual language, 
from observational drawing and 
painting to creating compositions. 
Learn to mix colours, choose suitable 
surfaces and manipulate oil paints.

Sculpture (6 Weeks)
Artist: Chris Wormald
Tuesdays from 22nd March, 10am-4pm 
£270 (£220 + £50 materials)

Exploring the structure of the 
human torso through observational 
and sculptural techniques, you will 
develop and ref ine your very own clay 
sculpture over this exciting six-week 
course. You can then choose to either 
cast the model or f ire it in our kiln.

Dressmaking (6 Weeks)
Artist: Catherine Gray
Tuesdays from 14th June, 6.30-8.30pm
£120 (£100 + £20 materials)

Learn dressmaking skills and 
techniques, including how to 
make a block based on your own 
measurements, use pattern cutting 
techniques to manipulate your block, 
and how to create your own 3D designs.

iCan: iPad workshops
One-to-Ones
Saturdays, 1-4pm
£15 per 30 minute session

15th January
12th March
7th May

Sort your technical glitches, learn new 
skills or get your device set up and 
running with friendly iPad expert, 
Claire Ford. Feel free to book more 
than one slot if you have a lot to cover!

Drawing (6 Weeks)
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Fridays from 21st January, 
10.30am-12pm, £90

Build up your basic skills working from 
both observation and the imagination. 
Develop shading, tone and mark-
making through traditional and 
experimental techniques.

Drawing Part 2 (6 Weeks)
Artist: Sorcha McCole
Fridays from 13th May, 
10.30am-12pm, £90

Learn even more drawing techniques 
and styles such as proportion, 
perspective, 3D tonal drawings, and 
develop your own unique style.

Basics For Beginners
Our Friday morning courses introduce beginners to the basics of 
artistic techniques and mediums. All materials and equipment 
are provided.
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Activities for Children and 
Families 

Art Club
Thursdays, 4pm-5.15pm 
(ages 5-16)

Saturdays, 10am-11.15am 
(ages 5-10)

Saturdays, 11.30am-12.45pm 
(ages 11-16)

Our art, craft and digital 
sessions are perfect for 
any young creative! A safe, 
supportive and inspiring 
environment – with a 
strong emphasis on fun and 
experimentation. 

This year we will be learning 
about different countries from 
around the world and using 
our creativity and imaginations 
to create art inspired by 
climates and habitats. 

We'll also be recognising 
international events such as 
Chinese New Year, Mardi Gras 
and the Holi Festival of Colour. 

Rural Arts is an Arts Award 
Centre. You can complete a 
range of awards through the 
club (some costs may apply).

£7.50 
per 

session

We’re always trying to be more family friendly. 

That’s why we have:

• Children’s menu
• High chairs
• Changing unit
• Free nappies, nappy bags + wet wipes

Breastfeeding 
friendly

Holiday Activities
Our exciting selection of themed holiday workshops are suitable 
for ages 5+, unless stated. Under 8s must be accompanied by an 
adult, who can join in, if they want, by booking an extra place!

February Half Term: Circus
Run away for the morning, making your own miniature circus acts!

22 Feb Colourful Collage Elephants (ages 2+) £4.50 
23 Feb Ceramic Circus Tents    £6.50
24 Feb Circus Paintbrush Puppets   £4.50

Easter Holidays: Favourite Animal Friends
Make and mould a whole host of furry friends to celebrate Easter.

12 Apr Mr McGregor's Garden (ages 2+)  £4.50 
13 Apr Ceramic Easter Baskets    £6.50
19 Apr Chicken Little Collage (ages 2+)  £4.50
20 Apr Teddy Bear Ceramics    £6.50

May Half Term: Space
To the universe and beyond! Blast off into our space workshops.

31 May Marbled Paper Stars    £4.50 
31 May Space Collage (ages 2+, 1.30-3pm)  £4.50
01 Jun Ceramic Spaceships    £6.50

All activities run from 10.30am-12 noon unless stated.
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SPECIAL EVENT!

January Sale: Wednesday 5th - Saturday 29th January

Browse our shop sale and choose from a wide range of 
end of line ceramics, glass, textiles, prints and jewellery. 
At least 30% off all items!

Exhibitions
Our exhibitions are free, and promote the best of regional and 
national artists. Open Tuesday - Saturday, 10am-4pm.

Nel Hume: Let The Light Back In
Tuesday 12th - Friday 22nd April 

Nel Hume is a young artist living in 
North Yorkshire, which – together 
with the Northumberland coastline 
– inspires her artwork. Nel enjoys 
experimenting with a range of media, 
exploring colour and shape to express 
feeling and atmosphere. With a 
maturity and confidence beyond her 
age, her abstract expressionistic style 
captures the essence of light and 
space.

Sarah Pym: Can I See My Feelings?
Friday 6th - Friday 20th May

Sarah Pym is both a professional 
artist and a practising mental health 
professional based in Thirsk. These 
intuitive abstracts are designed to 
stimulate conversations about how 
viewers feel when they look at each 
image. This reflects Sarah's belief 
that the more we can talk about our 
emotions, the better our world will 
become.

Café Collection: Artist Of The Month
Our café showcases new artists each month. 

January: Print Sale

Browse this varied collection of print 
styles by local artists and f ind a 
bargain!

February: Jan Bulley

Working in mixed media painting, 
Jan captures atmospheric landscapes 
with a timeless quality of stillness and 
reflection. 

March: Ellie Hawkes

Ellie’s practice explores nature in all 
its forms. Her stunning photographic 
prints are inspired by the landscape of 
West Yorkshire.

April: Jennifer Weston

A multi-disciplinary artist, born and 
bred in Ryedale, Jennifer's recent work 
highlights the decline of marine life in 
the North Sea.  

May: Sandra Storey

Traces of the past, the moors and seas 
pervade these images of the natural 
world surrounding Whitby: its villages, 
walks and stunning landscapes.

June: Monday Makers

Graduates of our Monday Makers 
programme showcase the varied work 
they have created since completing 
the course.
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Five Loose Chippings
Saturday 15th January, 8pm 
Full: £8, Concessions: £6 (AG: All)

This Thirsk-based group of musicians 
have made a name for themselves 
playing a variety of music from Blues 
and Country through to Pop classics.

Flourish: Four Sharings
Saturday 22nd January, 7.30pm 
Pay What You Can (AG: 14+)

See an exciting mix of new 
performances commissioned by Rural 
Arts. Support their development 
before the shows hit the road!

An Evening with Olivia Mulligan
Saturday 5th February, 7.30pm
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: All)

An evening of poetry and spoken word 
with BBC Radio York’s Poet Laureate, 
with excerpts from her latest book: 
Advice From A Stranger. Expect poems 
to make you laugh, pause and ponder...

Dark Room
Saturday 19th February, 7.30pm  
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 16+)

You, the audience, awake in The Dark 
Room. Which option do you pick? This 
strange, high-octane, choose-your-own 
adventure game is a comedy night, 
gameshow and pantomime all in one!

Sit back, relax and enjoy the show with a drink from the bar!
AG: Age guidance

Performances Katie Spencer
Thursday 3rd March, 7.30pm 
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: All)

Katie Spencer is an "intensely 
captivating" (Folk Radio) Yorkshire 
singer-songwriter and guitarist who 
writes songs imbued with the Northern 
landscapes of her home. Originally 
from Hull, the grainy imagery of the 
industrial docks and sea-fronts seep 
into her deeply personal songs of 
nostalgia, loss and love. 

PageTurners: Pride and Prejudice
Friday 25th March, 7.30pm 
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 12+)

A frantic dash through Jane Austen’s 
famous novel Pride and Prejudice, 
inspired by the Golden Age of Radio! 
Follow Miss Sally Price and Mr Herbert 
Windsor as they bicker their way 
through a full cast of characters, 
and struggle to create a whole host 
of sound effects –  with only a few 
household objects to hand!

Spaced
Friday 22nd April
Time slots throughout the day
Adult: £6, Child: £4 (AG: 3+)

One bored boy, one mad scientist, 
one accidental trip into outer 
space! A puppet version of a silent 
disco, Spaced is a 20 minute show 
for everyone. This beautiful table-
top performance, limited to small 
audience members per showing, is a 
child's dream full of football, rockets 
and piggy in the middle. Funny, 
nostalgic and fun for all the family.
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Brothers Gillespie
Friday 29th April, 7.30pm  
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: All)

Described by Folk Radio as  "showing 
off British acoustic music in its best 
possible light", Northumbrian duo 
The Brothers Gillespie sing traditional 
and original songs with lyrical and 
visionary intensity, rich with sounds of 
soaring sibling harmony, guitars, flute, 
f iddle and mandolin.

These Hills Are Ours
Friday 24th June, 7.30pm
Full: £10 Concessions: £8 (AG: 12+)

Do you ever want to run away from 
it all? Theatre-maker Daniel Bye and 
Boff Whalley of Chumbawamba did 
exactly that: they ran a series of routes 
from the centre of the city in which 
they found themselves, to the top of 
the peak overlooking that city. But 
what are we really running from?

Hilarity Bites Comedy Club
Wednesday 13th July, 7.30pm
Full: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 16+)

Following their sold-out Autumn 
performance, we welcome back 
Hilarity Bites Comedy Club and three 
more comedians for a fun, fast-paced 
evening of side-splitters.

We also programme performances across North Yorkshire 
and the Tees Valley. 

Find out more at ruralarts.org/whats-on/across-the-region

The best events from around the globe, streamed straight to 
The Courthouse. AG: Age guidance

Screenings

NT Live: The Book of Dust
Thursday 3rd March, 7pm (3h)
Adults: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 12)

Philip Pullman sets The Book of Dust 
twelve years before his epic His Dark 
Materials trilogy. Two young people 
and their dæmons find themselves at 
the centre of a terrifying manhunt. In 
their care is a tiny child called Lyra, and 
in that child lies the fate of the future. 

NT Live: Hex
Thursday 7th April, 7pm (1h25m) 
Adults: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: 8)

West End star Rosalie Craig 
(Company) plays the fairy in this 
vividly original retelling of Sleeping 
Beauty. From the National Theatre's 
Artistic Director Rufus Norris, this 
mythic, big-hearted new musical goes 
far beyond the waking kiss. 

Exhibition on Screen: 
Girl with a Pearl Earring
Thursday 26th May, 7pm (1hr30m)
Adults: £10, Concessions: £8 (AG: All)

It's one of the most enduring 
paintings in the history of art, yet 
the painting itself is surrounded by 
mystery. This beautiful f ilm seeks to 
investigate the many unanswered 
questions associated with this 
extraordinary piece. Who was this girl? 
Why and how was it painted? Why is it 
so revered? 1918



Events
Bringing people together and offering something new - right on 
your doorstep!

Print Sprint
Friday 25th + Saturday 26th February
10am-3pm, Adults: £20 per day, £35 
for both. U18s: £12.50 (Friday only)

Join us for two days of workshops 
and demonstrations for all abilities! 
Try out different techniques with our 
friendly, professional printmakers.

International Women's Day
Tuesday 8th March, 10.30am-8.30pm
£7.50 per session (details on website)

A series of visual arts workshops 
inspired by famous female creatives 
such as Vivienne Westwood, Yayoi 
Kusama and Rupi Kaur.

World Environment Day
Saturday 4th June
10am-3pm (various sessions)
Adult: £15, Child: £4.50

Learn how to upcycle old clothing, 
kick off your restoration project, or 
make sock monkeys with your little 
ones – all while helping the planet!

Summer Makers Market
Saturday 18th June, 10am-4pm
Free entry

Pick up gorgeous gifts or treat 
yourself to something special!
Join pop-up workshops to create the 
perfect present for a special occasion. 

Outreach
Improve your wellbeing and skills with our special f ree-to-access 
projects.

Heart & Craft:
Free creativity for Over 70s
Thursdays once a month, 
10.30am-12.30pm

Action Towards Inclusion:
Free workshops for unemployed people

20th January
24th March
26th May

17th February 
28th April
23rd June

Enjoy a free arts and crafts activity in 
a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.

Book online at www.ruralarts.org 
or call 01845 526 536.

If you're over 18 and not in education, 
employment or training, you might 
be able to access free visual arts 
workshops to build your skills and 
wellbeing at The Courthouse. 

To f ind out more, visit atiyorkshire.org 
or email jayne@ruralarts.org

We also run outreach programmes to support vulnerable 
and isolated people across North Yorkshire.

Find out more at ruralarts.org/get-involved
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Venue Hire

The Courthouse is a beautifully restored, Grade II listed venue in 
Thirsk, perfect for corporate, creative or private events.

Our state-of-the-art technical equipment includes SMART 
boards, 360° video conferencing software, projectors, sound 
systems and live streaming capabilities. We can provide a range 
of in-house catering options, or our award-winning café serves 
local and homemade food and drink Tuesday – Saturday, 10am – 
4pm. 
 
The Courthouse is accessible, with flat-level access, Blue Badge 
Parking and a Changing Place. It's also only a short distance 
from Thirsk market place and local car parks.

To f ind out more, contact venue@ruralarts.org

Support our charity by hosting your event or celebration with us!
Visit Us!
On top of all this creativity, The Courthouse is also home to:

Station Rd

A61

Sowerby Rd

Westgate  A
61

B
14

4
8

Chapel St

Thirsk 
Town Hall

Tesco
Filling
Station

Tesco
Supermarket

Ritz
Cinema

Towards 
Market 

Place

Planning your visit

▶ Close to Thirsk market place 
▶ local parking (Blue Badge on site)
▶ free WiFi 
▶ family friendly (see p.12) and accessible

▶ An artisan gift shop featuring unique, handmade items by 
designer-makers from across Yorkshire and beyond

▶ An award-winning café, the perfect place to catch up with 
friends, bring the family or enjoy some ‘me time’

COVID-19 Update:

▶ Enhanced cleaning
   and ventilation
▶ One way system 
▶ Perspex screens
▶ Staff temperature
   checks

2322



The Courthouse, Westgate 
Thirsk, YO7 1QS

www.ruralarts.org

01845 526 536

@RuralArts

@RuralArts
NorthYorkshire

@RuralArtsNorthYorks

VISIT US TODAY!
Open Tuesday – Saturday, 10am – 4pm

Charity registration number: 1081007

Above: Jan Bulley (p.15)


