
RURAL ARTS ON TOUR SCHEME 

Interested in bringing performances to your local venue? 

Please read this booklet to find out more about joining the 
ON Tour scheme and becoming a promoter. 



RURAL 
ARTS

Rural Arts is an ar ts 
charity based at The 
Courthouse in Thirsk North 
Yorkshire, a community 
venue that programmes a 
range of workshops and 
performances; in 1999 the 
charity established ON Tour, 
the rural touring scheme for 
North Yorkshire and East 
Cleveland. ON Tour brings 
high quality music, dance and 
theatre to rural communities 
through its network of 
300 volunteer promoters. 

Our ethos is to provide 
live theatre, dance, music 
and children’s shows in 
unique and intimate settings 
across North Yorkshire and 
East Cleveland; and this 
means YOUR venue! We’ve 
seen portakabins become 
beautiful settings for folk 
music, just with the use of a 
few tablecloths and candles!



Promoters receive a selection brochure once a 
year with information about the performances we 
have on offer, and the dates the performances are 
available. Every performance has a subsidised fee 
and a full fee; venues apply for the performance 
cost that they think will be appropriate for 
them. Promoters then choose their own 
ticket prices and box office contact details 
and submit a booking request. Using venue-
booking requests, the ON Tour team collate 
the forthcoming Autumn and Spring season.  

Previously high profile companies such as West 
Yorkshire Playhouse, Phoenix Dance Theatre and 
Farnham Maltings have all toured with the scheme. 

THE 
ON TOUR
SCHEME

‘Intimate, 
professional and 

a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening’

- audience feedback



• All promoters get invited to a range 
of training opportunities which includes 
seeing performance in regional venues 
and attending training days. 

• Audiences can buy tickets for your 
ON Tour event on our website – at no 
charge to them or you.

• Your event will feature in our ON Tour 
Brochure (like a theatre brochure). 
This is much smarter looking than the 
Promoters Selection Brochure, with 
6000 printed and distributed across 
the county.

• Posters and leaflets- unless stated, all 
the performance companies we work 
with provide posters and leaflets to 
use as marketing material, sent directly 
to you.

SCHEME MEMBER
BENEFITS

‘An extremely enjoyable 
evening spent in our village 

hall being entertained by 
three accomplished actors- 

very funny’
- audience feedback

• We promote your show from our 
end on newsletters and to our mailing 
list.

• Promoters have access to our online 
‘Promoters’ Portal’ which includes a 
forum, news articles, and details of our 
upcoming events 

• We will try and help you with 
anything we can; we can visit you or 
your team, suggest promotional offers, 
ways of linking to local business and 
other events where it might be good 
to promote the show.



Before the day of the event you will 
receive all the information you will need 
including company contact details and 
arrival times. Performance companies 
will arrive well in advance of the star t 
time to set up and rehearse. 

Promoters are expected to run the 
event on the night however it is best 
to have a couple of volunteers to help 
you with front of house. We suggest 
promoting the event as an evening not 
just a show, it may entice more people 
and you can provide a bar, food or 
raffle as a way of making extra profit.

‘Professional actors, wonderful 
costumes, excellent entertainment 

for all ages”
- audience feedback 

RUNNING AN 
EVENT

PROMOTERS’ 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
ON THE DAY:

• Help the performance company to 
set up the space
• Feed the performers
• Provide any extra entertainment or 
refreshments of your choice e.g. bar or 
snacks
• Put out audience feedback forms 
(which you will be sent prior to the 
day) 
• Deliver a speech to welcome the 
audience
• Enjoy the show!



Thanks to the support from 
partners we often provide extra 
opportunities for our volunteers. In 
the past this has included bursaries 
to review performances in London 
and at Stephen Joseph Theatre in 
Scarborough and attending the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

We run yearly training events 
delivered by industry experts and 
small projects in a range of areas. 
For example as part of the ON Tour 
scheme over the next three years we 
are delivering the Create Tour project. 
 
The Create Tour is nine youth 
projects delivered in Ryedale, East 
Cleveland and Richmondshire, from 
2017 to 2020. During each project 
a group of young people work with 
a performance company to create a 
short piece, the following week the 
young company provide the opening 
act for the performance companies 
tour to village halls and community 
centres. The aim of this project is to 
develop young and family audiences 
and work with performance 
companies who are new to rural 
touring. 

EXTRA
OPPORTUNITIES

All opportunities are advertised on 
our online Promoters’ Portal and 
open to all.

‘I left grinning from ear to 
ear- superb performance!’

- audience feedback 



HOW 
TO 
JOIN

Apply online by visiting www.ruralarts.org 
and fill in the ‘Become a Promoter’ form.

Alternatively, contact ON Tour:

Jo Gatenby 
ON Tour Manager 
E: jo@ruralarts.org
P: 01845 526536 


